
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
October 20, 2021 

 

 City Council of the City of Ephrata, Grant County Washington met in regular 

session on October 20, 2021.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor 

Bruce Reim. 

 

This meeting is also available remotely by phone using the ZOOM call in number and 

City meeting ID. 

 

Members Present: Mayor Bruce Reim, Mayor Pro Tem William Coe, Council 

members Mark Wanke, Matt Moore, Valli Millard, Tony Mora and 

Kathleen Allstot  

 

Staff Present: City Administrator Mike Warren, City Attorney Katherine 

Kennison/Anna Franz,  Public Works Director Bill Sangster, 

Community Development Director Dan Leavitt, Community 

Relations Director Traci Bennett, Fire Chief Jeremy Burns, Police 

Chief Kurt Adkinson, and City Clerk/Finance Director Leslie 

Trachsler 

 

Motion to excuse Council member McDonnell.  (m/s Allstot/Wanke)  Motion carried. 

 

Pledge of Allegiance was said.  This meeting is not being recorded. 

 

No public signed up to speak. 

 

Agenda: There were no corrections to the Agenda. 

 

Presentations:  Awards Ceremony for events of August 21, 2021.  Mayor Reim read a 

brief narrative of events regarding the heroic lifesaving actions of several Ephrata Police 

Officers and Ephrata Firefighters.  They responded to a structure fire on Cottage Street 

and were informed that there were two people in the burning home.  Officers were able to 

coach one individual out of the home before fire rescue arrived on the scene, the second 

person was in the basement.  As soon as firefighters arrived Officer Hufman informed 

Chief Burns of the location of the second victim.  Chief Burns and Lieutenant Yoder 

immediately entered the burning structure to search for the second victim.  They located 

him on the spiral staircase.  Chief Burns drug the victim to safety and Lieutenant Yoder 

executed a thorough search of the basement for further victims, finding none, he and 

Chief Burns began to assist with fire suppression.  Patient care was immediately 



administered to both victims by firefighter personnel.  Both were air lifted to medical 

facilities. 

 

Mayor Reim commended everyone who was involved in this event and thanked them for 

their dedication and commitment to this community. 

 

Mayoral Award of Professional Excellence was presented to: 

 Police Sergeant Kristopher Todd Hufman 

 Police Officer Jose Ramirez 

 Police Officer Patrick Canady 

 Deputy Fire Chief Anthony Graaff 

 Fire Captain Colleen Winski 

 Firefighter Casey Severin 

 

Medal of Honor Awards were presented to: 

 Fire Lieutenant Maxwell Yoder 

 Fire Chief Jeremy Burns  

 

Council member Mora left the meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

 

Council took a short break to allow people to take pictures and clear the room. 

 

Consent Agenda:  Motion was made to approve consent agenda.  (m/s Moore/Millard)  

Motion carried. 

 

Items on the consent agenda are as follows: 

 

 Claims #94029 through #94092 in the amount of $166,528.53 including and EFT 

 in the amount of $77.04 

 Claims #94025 through #94028 in the amount of $760.50 

 Manual Checks #86102021, 87102021, 88102021, and 89102021 in the amount 

 of $3,638.17 

 EFT in the amount of $23,665.13 

 VOIDED Claim #46665 in the amount of $184.33 

 VOIDED Claim #46691 in the amount of $460.87 

 Minutes of the October 06, 2021 Council meeting 

 Special Event Applications: 

 American Legion Veterans Day Parade – November 11, 2021 

 Ephrata High School Homecoming Bonfire and Fireworks – October 20, 

2021 

 Set Public Hearing for Ad Valorem Tax – November 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

3rd Quarter Financial Report:  The third quarter finance report was presented to 

Council.  Financially, the City is doing very well, the overall revenues are 10% below 

budget and expenses are 25% below.  Director Trachsler reviewed the highlights. 

 Sales tax continues to set record highs and is 100% of budget.   



 The 3rd quarter saw an uptick in building permits, 75 permits issued with 12 for 

new single family residences. 

 Splashzone had a successful season.  The extreme heat helped to drive attendance 

up.  Comparing actual revenue to expenses, expenses were 73% higher than 

revenue coming in. 

 ERC Re-Roof:  Chimney repair and repainting has been completed. 

 Fuel Tax is presently 13% above budget. 

 The next large property tax payment will come in November and the yearly 

county shared fuel tax payment was received this month. 

 Division Street has been completed along with 5th and 6th SE and Hilltop. 

 Moratorium on disconnecting delinquent accounts was lifted by the Governor on 

September 30th.  Tomorrow will be our first shut off for non-payment in over 18 

months.   

 Sewer Collection system upgrades are moving forward, no major problems to 

date.  There have been a few delays due to workers coming down with COVID.   

 The engineers are working on the sewer treatment plant upgrades as well as the 

new reservoir and well.  

 The City received approval from Public Works Board for a pre-construction loan 

for the engineering/design for the new reservoir and well. 

Staff addressed Council’s comments and questions. 

 

2022 Draft Budget Update:  Director Trachsler gave a brief update on the 2022 Draft 

Budget highlighting some of the major projects included and those items that have an 

impact on the budget.  There is still a lot of refining to be done. 

 

Set Annual Fall Leaf Pick-Up – November 15-24, 2021:  Administrator Warren 

reported that each year the city provides curb-side leaf pick-up service to all our 

residents.  This helps to keep the storm drains clear and prevents them from becoming 

clogged.  

 

Motion to approve the Fall Leaf Pick-Up for November 15-24, 2021.  (m/s 

Millard/Allstot)  Motion carried. 

 

Parkside Estates Phase 2 Major Plat Final Approval:  Director Leavitt reported that 

Parkside Estates Phase 2 Major Plat is a 28 residential lot subdivision and is an extension 

of Parkside Loop.  The final plat conforms with the previously approved preliminary plat.  

Final approval allows for the filing of the plat with the County Auditor completing the 

division of property. 

 

Motion to accept and approve Parkside Estates Phase 2 Major Plat.  (m/s Moore/Wanke)  

Council discussion ensued, motion carried. 

 

ERC Reroof Project – Accept Chimney Repair/Repaint:  Work on the ERC Reroof 

and Repair project began in August with repairs to the chimney.  There were a few issues 

with the quality of work which has been resolved.  The painting contractor completed 

their portion mid-September.   



 

During the tear-off phase, it was discovered that the decking and structural wood was 

rotten on the backside overhang.  This is being evaluated by the architect and will most 

likely result in a negotiated contract change order. 

 

Motion to accept the Chimney Repair and Chimney Painting on the ERC Reroof Project.  

(m/s Coe/Allstot) Motion carried.   

 

Accept Lease Agreement with Ephrata Chamber of Commerce:  This lease 

agreement is for the use of the front office space at the ERC and establishes the fair 

market value of the use of this space and the considerations the City receives from the 

Chamber.  Public property that is leased to non-public entities are required to pay 

Leasehold Excise Tax.  This lease agreement falls into that category and establishes the 

yearly fee that the leasehold tax is to be calculated on.   

 

Motion to approve and authorize Administration to execute Lease Agreement with 

Ephrata Chamber of Commerce.  (m/s Wanke/Moore)  Council discussion ensued, 

motion carried. 

 

City Administrator Report:  None at this time. 

 

There being no further business meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

                                          Bruce Reim, Mayor  

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Leslie Trachsler, City Clerk 


